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The purpose of this volume, A history of Christianity in the Apostolic Age, is strictly
historical. At the same time brief accounts of the New Testament books, with
occasionally a defence of their right to be classed with apostolic literature, have
been introduced, both because they constitute practically our only sources for the
history and because an examination of them is the best means of illustrating the
history itself. It is hoped, also, that this feature will make the volume serviceable to
a larger number of readers. (From the Preface)
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